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PREFACE 


In this monograph an attempt has been made to trace the history of Panchala 
and its capital Ahichchhatra through ancient Indian literature supplemented by the 
evidence of the itineraries of the Chinese pilgrims and relevant numismatic data. As 
regards the archaeological remains at Ahichchhatra I should like to draw the readers’ 
attention to Cunningham’s Archaeological Survey of India Reports, Vol. I, pp. 255 
foil. For the convenience of the readers, a map of Panchala has been given at the end. 
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panchalas and their capital 

AH1CHCHHATRA 


1 The Panchalas and their kingdom 

Panchala, like many other countries of ancient India, may be supposed 
to have derived its name from the people who occupied and established their 
supremacy over it. Accordingly the suggestion has been mooted that it came 
to be known as Panchala only when it became the home of no fewer than five 
Vedic tribes, the Krivis, the Turvasas, the Ivesins, the Srinjayas and the Soma- 
kas, who eventually merged into one nationality with the Krivis as the original 
predominant element in their unity. 1 The incidental mention of the Sindhu 
(Indus) and the Asiknl (Chenab) along with the Krivis in a separate verse of a 
hymn in the Eig-Veda 2 is not sufficient to establish the connection of the Krivis 
with any region between those two rivers. 3 But the Satapatha Brahmana 
definitely says that the Panchalas were in ancient times called Krivis, 4 * which 
may be taken to suggest that the Krivis could not but be a very important 
factor among the people of Panchala. 

The Pauranic tradition, however, does not lend support to the above theory. 
The Puranas ingeniously suggest a derivation of the name, according to which, 
the kingdom came to be called Paiiekala from the fact that for its king five able 
( samartha ) sons were deemed enough to guard or protect the five provinces 
(pahcha alam);* As Pargiter puts it, " It obviously began popularly as a jocose 
nickname, applied to his five sons, the ' Five Capables '. and naturally would 
have required time to come into ordinary use." 6 The names of the five princes 
vary, though not materially, in different Puranas, one. the Bhayavatci (IX, Ch. 
21), giving them as Mudgala, Yavinara, Brihadvisa. Kampilya and Sanjaya ; 
another, the Vishnu (Ch. XIX. Anka 4). introducing them as Mudgala. Srinjaya, 
Brihadishu, Pravira and Kampilya : the third, the Vdyu (Ch. 99). as Mudgala. Sriiijava. 
Brihadishu. Yaviyana and Kampilya : and the fourth, the Ayni (Ch. 278). as 
Mukula. Srinjaya, Brihadishu. Yavinara and Krimila. One at least among 
these names, viz., Sanjaya or Srinjaya. is apt to remind us of the Yedic tribe of 
that name. The Puranas seem to suggest that the five princes were the 
founders of five cities in five provinces, each city having been named after its 
founder. The Puranas also differ from one another as to the name and parti- 
culars of the king who was the father of those five princes. The Bhngavata 

1 Macdonell and Keith. Yt die Indue , Vol. I. p. 409 ; B. C. Law. Ancient Mid-Indian K§atriya Tribes, Vol. I, pp, 51-52 ; 
Rav Chaudhuri, Political History of Ancient India, 4th ed„ p. 59. 

- Law, op. cit ., Vol. I, p. 48 ; Ray Chaudhuri. op. p. 59. Cf. Zimmer’^ view [Altindisches Leben , p. 103) upheld in the 

'Vedic Index , I, p. 198. 

a Biy-Ytdn, VIII, 20, 24 ; VIII, 22, 12. 

4 Satapatha Br XIII, 5, 4, 7. 

^ Yishnu P Ch. 19, Ahka 4, Vdyu Ch. 99. 

6 JBAS , 1918, p. 238. 
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Pur (hut calls him Bharmasva. born in the family of Dushmanta : the Vishnu 
introduces him as Haryasva, born in the fa’ ■ uru ; the Vayu. as Riksha, 
born in the family of Dvimfdha : and the* '//, hyasva. born in the family 

of Kuru. 1 f 

As for the antiquity of the name Panchala, it is not met with in any of the 
extant Rig-vedic hymns. It is quite likely that in the Rig-Vedie period there 
was no separate kingdom known by the name of Pahchala. 2 The Panchalas 
themselves as a people then passed as Krivis. The name of Pahchala as a dis- 
tinct kingdom became well known when the Brahmanas of different Vedas 
were compiled. The name of Pahchala often forming a dual group with Kuru 
comes before us prominently not only in the Pali Nikava list of sixteen Maha- 
janapadas, 3 not only in some of the pre-Buddhistic Upanishads. Aranyakas and 
Brahmanas but even in some of the recensions of the Yajur-Veda. the same 
name in its plural form standing both for the land and the people who inhabited 
it. The Kanva recension of the Vdjasaneyl Samhitd (XL 3, 3 ) mentions the 
Kuru-Panchalas. The Kdthaka Samhitd (XXX. 2) speaks of the Panchalas as 
the people of Kesin Dalbliya. The same Yeclic text (X. 6) alludes to the per- 
formance of the Naimishiya sacrifice in the land of the Kuru-Panchalas. The 
Aitareya Brdhmam (VIII. 14) mentions the Panchalas along with the Purus, 
as one of the peoples in the Mid-land (Madhyamd dik). The Satapatha Brdhmana 
(XIII, 5. 4, 7) refers in several of its passages to the land, kings and people of 
Kuru-Panchala. The Taittirlya Brdhmana (I, 8. 4. 1. 2) speaks of the periodi- 
cal military expeditions undertaken by the kings of Kuru-Panchala. The 
Jaimintya Upanishad Brdhmana introduces the Kuru-Panchalas in several co- 
texts. The Gopatha Brdhmana (I. 2. 9) mentions the Kuru-Panchalas in an 
interesting list of similar other groups, the Anga-Magadhas, the KasT-Kosalas, 
the Salva-Matsyas, etc. anticipating the Pali list of sixteen Mahajanapailas. 
The Upanishad references to the Kuru-Panchalas need not be cited, coming as 
they do after the Brahmanas and the Aranyakas. The mention in the Sata- 
patha Brdhmana (XII 1 . 3. 4. 7) of an ancient king of Panchala. known by the name 
of Kraivya Panchala is. however, important as indicating the historical connec- 
tion of the Krivis with the Panchalas. It is not only the name of Panchala 
that goes back to the period covered by the Yajur- Veda and the Brahmanas. 
but that of its capital. KampTlya. as well. The Yajur-Veda-Samhitds (Vedic 
Index. 1 . 149) apply the epithet KampTla-vasini to a woman who was perhaps 
the king's chief queen, the Kampila of the epithet obviously standing for the 
town of that name, the KampTlya of' later literature. 

Whether we assume that the Panchalas had originally formed a confederacy 
of five tribes or put faith in the Pauranic legend stating that the first king of the 

1 Law. op. rit.. pp. See Hargitor on ' Thf North PatVhaln Ovn.otv " in .Hi AS. HUH. pp. 229-24S : also on 

K**r» -Panchala " m lbnl, 1920, pp. 99-102. 

- See Pargiter on this point, JflAS. 1918, p. 238. According to him. a long line of kin#*, beginning with Ajainidha 
had reigned in Xorth Pahchala previous to the time when the kingdom acquired the name of Panchala. In this connection 
he seeks to establish a correspondence between the Pauriinn genealogy and the Vedie tradition of the kings of Xorth Paf 1 
eh ala. 11 ' 

’ f'j. Pajavekhara ^ Knnfnmltnrnto o- ('h. III. p. S. 
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Panehalas had five aide sons to govern five provinces, we cannot but think that 
# the kingdom of Panchala was once kpo\vn to have been divided into five portions. 

How the five divisions were gjjh^g&ated and discriminated we cannot exactly, 
say. The Samhito pan i shad a a ;^ho w ever, speaks of the Prachyas or 

Eastern Panehalas. 1 a fact wl ‘eh may warrant us to infer the existence of the 
Panehalas who were distinguishecf^as Pratlchya or Western. The Jataka and 
the Mahabhdrata . as we shall see anon, narrate different stories of the rise of two 
political divisions of the Panchala country, distinguished as Panchala Proper or 
Dakshina Panchala and Uttara or Northern Panchala. If so. the supposed 
five divisions may be taken to have been distinguished as Eastern. Western. 
Southern. Northern, and Central. 

The Kdthaka Sam Jut a (XXX. 2) alludes to a time when the Panehalas be- 
came divided into three sections, and that as a result of certain rites performed 
by Kesin Dalbhya. It is certain that from the age of the Jataka and the Mafia- 
bharata . Panchala became permanently divided into two well-defined kingdoms, 
riz. Dakshina Panchala with Ivampllya as its capital, and Uttara Panchala with 
Ahichehhatra as its principal town. According to the Chetiya Jataka. the city 
(/.e.. the kingdom) of Uttara Panchala was founded by a Chedi prince who was 
advised by the family priest. Kapila. to leave by the north gate (nttaradvarena) 
of the capital of his father. 2 The Mahabharata relates altogether a different 
storv. according to which the division of the kingdom of Panchala into two was 
effected by a treaty entered into by the Brahmin teacher. Drona. with Drupada. 
the then king of Panchala. after the latter had been defeated by the young Kuru 
pupils of the former, and seized and carried as a captive. Drona agreed to 
take the northern half of the kingdom which became known bv the name of 
Ahichehhatra or Uttara Panchala. while Drupada continued to rule over the 
remaining half of his kingdom distinguished as Southern Panchala. 3 

2 Antiquity and origin of the name of the Panchala capital Ahichehhatra 

The name of Ahichehhatra is not as old as that of Ivampllya (Pali Kampilla. 
Vedio Kamplla). 4 although both figure in Indian literature as capitals of Pah- 
chala. the former of Httara-Pahchala and the latter of Dakshina-Paneliala. 
Adhichchhatra (Skt. Ahichehhatra) certainly finds mention in the Pabhosa cave 
inscription of Ashadhasena 3 which may be dated about the beginning of the 
riivistian era. This is indeed the oldest epigraphic record mentioning the name 
of Ahichehhatra. The Yedic name of Ahichehhatra seems to have been Pari- 
chakra (not Parivakra which occurs as a variant)/' the name suggesting either 
that the citv was founded on a circular site or that it had derived its name from 
a circular object. Parichakra as a sculptural term denotes a medallion or 


1 Yrthc I tn{i j . 1. p. 4t>U. 

- Kau'ibol! ', Juttikn. Vol. 11 i. pp. 4f>0- 1 . 

! Mbh idi Port tin. i'h. 14C. 

4 Tilt* Yd}"' - 1 ’< ilti.Su h‘li> tn (1 m/m huh ». I. p. 14*0. appllr-. thf !t >1 A t pit lift Kfi tr p7hl-"~t'nt~ to a woman. tin* Kamplla 
ot the epithet stand in *1 ol>\ touM\ fur the town ot that name. the KampiUu ot later hteiatuie 

* Ruder*. Lt'd (E. 1.. X, Appendix) No. 1 M »r» . The ot Kautiha -San-Unt Text. p. 77) mention^ Ahiehlnatrak.t 

a*' " a kind of pearl found at Ahr Ik hhutiu 

h Snta txithn />\„ mu. 4, 7 Tin w ailed * itv nt \huhi Idi.tTia 1 - louuhU a t luht-aiuded tiianule in -hape— Ed.i 

li 
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circular panel . 1 The Pali Chetiya J a taka while giving an account of the founda- 
tion of the city of Uttara-Pahchala (wrongly taken to be the name of the citv 
itself), distinctly refers to Chakra-fxthjara (Pali Chakka-Panjara. a wheel frame), 
which was to be taken as the cognizance of the site where the city was to be 
built.'- The identity of Ahichchhatra with Pariehakra may be further surmised 
from the fact that of the two cities of Panchala mentioned in the later Vedic 
texts, the name of one (i.e.. Kampila) was retained throughout, while that of 
the other (i.e.. Pariehakra) fell into disuse, and in its place a new name. Ahich- 
chhatra came into use and remained current up till the time of Hiuen Tsang's 
visit, if not still later. 

According to the Jaina Vividha-tirtha-kalpa. XamkhvavatT was the earlier 
name of Ahichchhatra. described as the capital of Kuru-jahgala . 3 

As for the origin of the name of Ahichchhatra. Cunningham observes : 
" The name is written Ahikahetra 4 as well as Ahichchhatra. but the local legend 

of the Adi-raja and the Naga. who formed a canopy over his head, when asleep, 

shows that the latter is the correct form. The meaning of the name is ' Serpent 

Umbrella ’. This grand old fort is said to have been built bv Raja Adi. an Ahir, 

whose future elevation to sovereignty was foretold bv Drona. when lie found 
him sleeping under the guardianship of a serpent with expanded hood. The 
fort is also called Adikot. but the more common name is Ahichchhatra ." 5 

But Jinaprabhasuri in his Viriilha-tlrtha-kalpu. seeks to account for the 
origin of the name of Ahichchhatra by a legend of Parsvanatha. according to 
which when the demon Kamatha caused out of his previous spite an incessant 
rain flooding the city of XamkhvavatT. where Parsvasvamin was then staying, 
the serpent-king Dharanmdra hurried to the spot with his chief queen and pro- 
tected the Lord by coiling himself round his body and spreading a canopy of 
one thousand hoods over his head. Thereafter the city of Satiikhva vat! came 
to be known by the name of Ahichchhatra. K 

A similar legend seems to have been invented by tin* Buddhists to account 
for the origin of the name of Ahichchhatra or " Serpent eanopv 7 

It should be noted that Ptolemy's spelling of the name as Atiisutha* corres- 
ponds with Adhichchhatra. met with in the Pabhosa cave inscription of Aslia- 
dhasena. 


3 Identifications of Panchala and Ahichchhatra 

It i> generally admitted that Ahichchhatra was the capital of I'ttara Panchala 
(Northern Panchala) and Kampilya that of Dakshina Panchala (Southern Pah- 


1 Bmia. fiit tb . 1. 

- Fan-Boll. JfVnL't. 111. pp. 4K0-til. 

3 y n olhn-thlbn-Lol pn nt •) mapiabha-fn i. 4 flit *•« ( b\ ,Jm,t \i|a\a( 
i 1 / it hnhbo > nto . i inoipdi i nn. (*1». 2.">2. 


>] in III •lama ( BanHtamala miicsi, p. 14, 


J m 


/ (inufiOpbif “I I mint. pp. 412- lo. 


11 l It I t h'l -In I bti -k'il pti . p. 77. -n >t,nihlhii 

Ctitertn. T* a' 1 "'Df'il' /rob 1 itni ntlolt >*}•! > ft /- no - » 7b/< r* 
Cfn nn’in' 'ii n< '•'ib'i ' '•! w M" 1 phn ful - ni'i wtlnbf -< h}ott*o 

//i". 7 < 


> ml. A (inn/tbo ' 

l thorn n>it)(!< n* 

.'•fi hi I H< > /I i ft t t til 

}<l‘ a 1 1 m i". Ill" pffi' 1 /fi tj'i nnijotii Abt( hi bbotto !ti no north SO 
7 Watt a tf 1 .. p. :*:»2 : Unnii'naliain. Ament hi 
' M' 1 inaHt-. Amor} I ml m •> " 'li't'ihnl ( oj 77 • •hmii. p 


m , i no o > , 
/ A ' min t ft i 
k»ln /I n 
tn jdtpihi . 
iultiipfni < 


tfitbh, 
t»n </*/( 

n m h 


> a it 'hi h 
/// inn ht 
itthi /., 


? / ft - ph i o / h , 
nbiw "if hit 
i tnf 'll • f. n ifii ■ 


O' pi thin, 
frhn'p t,.f 


t f mho. pp. 4l:i- 14. 


1 m i ’ < >i n.l n -}>in r, 
not n i upon f i 
'•a nofl n t f, to ?c, 
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chala). In the Mahabhdrata. however, the kingdom of which Ahichchhatra was 
the capital is expressly called Ahichc-hhatra ( Ahichchatrah vishayah) instead of 
Uttara Panchala . 1 But it is clearly hinted at in the same chapter of the Great 
Epic that by the kingdom of Ahichc-hhatra was meant nothing but Uttara Pan- 
chala. We are indeed told that the significance of the two adjectives Uttara 
(Northern) and Dakshina (Southern) lay in the fact that the northern half of 
Panchala forming a separate kingdom was situated to the north of or extended 
along the northern bank of the Ganges and the southern half was situated to the 
south of or extended along the southern bank of the Ganges. Thus the Ganges 
served as the dividing line or natural boundary between the two kingdoms, 
northern and southern . 2 

According to the Mahabhdrata. the kingdom of southern Panchala extended 
as far north as the Bhagiratln and as far south as the Charmanvati (modern 
Chambal river). As for the extension of Northern Panchala towards the north, 
the Great Epic tells us nothing definitely . 3 

According to the Jaina Vividhatlrthakalpa. Kampilva. the capital of Pan- 
chala (>.e.. Southern Panchala). was situated on the bank of the Ganges . 4 The 
country of Panchala ( i.e .. Southern Panchala), is placed, however, in an eastern 
quarter of the southern portion of Central India ( Dak.shina-Bhdraha-khatale puvve- 
disde). As for Ahichchhatra. the Jaina account wrongly represents it as the 
capital of Kuru-jangala , 5 which is clearly distinguished in the Mahabhdrata from 
the province of Ahichchhatra . 6 

Cunningham may be right in suggesting that the great kingdom of Panchala 
as a whole extended from the Himalayas to the Chambal river.* The North 
Panchala embraced the whole of Rohilkhand to the north of the Ganges, while 
the South Panchala included the upper half of the Doab between the Ganges 


1 Mnhdbhdinfn. Bengal Ed., L. 138. 70*7 : 

Akicht'hhatrann'hn ri aha yam Dronah ^amahhipndyatn 1 
Ecu ni rajan-inthichchhatra-purt jniia paddy uta 11 

2 Ibid.. 1. 138. 70 : 

Bujtt^t dak ''hint kale Bhdy tenth yah* tin- nttar* 1 
tin khd yn m tit ft m njnnihi Path h ft In yn d i mn n yn * e 1 1 

3 Ibid . . I, 138. 74 : 

Jjnk^hnaU-t h-api Pn nebula n ydia* h-( 'hni man* nil nndl. 

Arronlins* to a Sanskrit ver^e uted in the Sabdn-KaJptt-di vmn. the country of Panchala lay to thn we>t as well as the 
north of Kurukshetra, a paragon of beauty : 

KorukAietint-paschnne tn tnthd rh-ottaram-dynth 1 
J ndinpruMhun 3[n hesdni da*ny<»jftnakadntyr 1 
Pftnchfihtd**o dfi'tU *nit ndaryn-yarva-bhnshitah 11 

4 Vindhaththaknlpiu p. 50: Tattha Gamga-nanja-niahanal*taramga-pakkhalijjamana-payara*bhittiam Kampillapuram 
nama nayaram. Ct. Mnhdbhdrnta , T, 138: 73: Makandim-atha Gan&ayas-tire janapadayutam 1 

So ’dlnava^Ad dinamanah Kan.pilyan-cha purottamam 11 

5 Ibtd.. p. 14. 

* Mnhnbhdmln , V, 19. 29*30 : 

Tntnh Punehanadnn-eh-aivn Lnt>nnn-chn Kurujangulam 1 
T athd Rohitukdranyum mm ubhiuni s-cha kivaln 11 
Ahtchehhatram Kdlnkvtam Gangdkulan-cha Bharutn 11 
Vdtanam Vntndhdnnn-ckft Yamuna i-eh-mra pat ratal/ II 
‘ Anrintt Gtoymphy of India , p. 413. 
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;m , | Jumna . 1 JJap-on. In .wmvrr. identifier North 1 ‘aiiiliala with the districts 
ot' the I’nited I’loximt- to the ea.-t of the Canue-' and north-east of' Oudli. and 
Smith Pahchala with the eomitiy between the Jtinina and the ffamres to the 

s 

rasf anil south-east of the Kurils and Siira-enu-.- 

Cuiiningham identifies tin* city of Kampilya wirli modem Kampil on the 
old Ganges between Budaon and FarokhabadT while in X. b. Dev's opinion it 
was situated at a distance of 2s miles north-east of Fathead in the district of 
FarokhabadM Tin* point which is m favour of f’unninuham s identification is 
that the Jama V t rnlhafi rthtkvl pa definitely locates it on tin* (ianges. 

The Y n'UlhiCn'tbaka] i*a. as alreadv noticed, locates the city of Ahichehhatra 
in Kurujangala. while Vincent A. Smith identifier it with modern Hamnagar 
in the district of Bareilly. J The location of Ahichehhatra V not at all Hear 
from Hwen Twangs itinerary. He reached the country of Ahichehhatra by 
travelling 400 li or over 00 miles south-east from Govishfma. The capital. 
Ahichehhatra war ” IT or IS li or just three miles in circuit, and was defended bv 
natural obstacles.' 0 This has led Punningham to identify Ahichehhatra with 
a place that still preserves its ancient name a** Ahichchhuh\ seven miles to the 
north of Aonla. 7 The V i ndlmthihaknl jta mav be taken to suggest the presence 
of* jangais (apparently miscalled Kuru-jangala) in the neighbourhood of Ahich- 
chhatra. There were jaiigaU to the north of Aonla. no doubt, between Aonla 
and Ahichehhatra. from which position the Katehria Rajputs withstood the 
.Muslim forces under Firuz-shah TughlakT 

Mr. Jwala Sahay Mishra inclines to identifv Aliichchhatia with the modern 
village. Arura. which lies a little north of the village of Bliadam in Patiala State. 9 
tin* accuracy of which, is highlv problematical. 10 


4 Panchala : its rulers and political vicissitudes 


Some of* the older Bnlhmanas bear a Hear testimonv to the eonsidcralde 
military strength and political suprenuu y of the Panchalas and their rulers. 
The S '(itaputha Bralnmuju (XIII. 5. 4. 7). for instance, mentions Kraivya. the 
king of Panchala. among tile ancient monarch** of India, who had |)erformc<l the 
A-vamedha sacrifice. The Bfo hntntjn cites two t/Hthd > or aduiatorv verses one 
of which brings out the tact that at Parivakra or Parichakra. the Panehfda overlord 
of the Krivjs seized the horse which was meet for sacrifice with gifts of a hundred 
thousand heads of cattle. 11 The second verse hints at the magnificence of the 
horse-sacrifice performed by Kraivya when it states that the Brahmins of the 
Panchalas from even- (pu nter assembled there and divided between them a 

1 Cot n - oj u tit (f nt l /nil ft. p 7'.*. 

- .4 Of ft fff f fifhft. ]) 1 1)7. 


* Ain't* nt fruitful phti oj l mint. p. 41o. 

4 Gmtfi'fiphu nj lh<{. ( 2 ml e<L). p. Ns 

" Efiihj II >-to f v //f I /,,},//. jth KfL, pp :{<U-2. 

,J Anrtt „f (;*•• tf n.}>b, f ,.f l mho p. 412 
' p. 412 f . 

' Iljnl.. p. 41.7. Bn^. tm'-hhi. 1 . 

* JHAS. 1 !»: 12 . pp . 7 '».s ft 

1,1 Uarihai Trnnh. In / ( .. \ ,,1. \ pp. 2' 
11 K/flt' ‘f/l f*ti tir bftlf/ f r, t r, t' ho 

PnmltVnh 


hoi in, -tl‘ ft /t I, -hr iff 1/iilt tariafitho >j-fit)ht<}>t<nt> 

Put unkrnifUtH -obn.-,us'nt<t f htK>h/ txtm^h (XTIf. . 7 , 4 7 


*/\t n it/ 

i 
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thousand myriads, and five and twenty hundred of gifts . 1 The Aitanaja Btrth- 
maun says in connection with the Mahablnsheka of Indra. that the Pahehalas 
were one of the ruling peoples in the firmly established Maflhyantd-iUk or Mid- 
land . 2 who were anointed tor kingship. The Satapatha Brahmaito also informs 
us that the kings of the Kuru-Pahchalas performed also the Hajasuva sacrifice, 
as a proof, no doubt, of their political greatness. The Taittinya Brdhuunja (I. 
S. 4. 1-2) tolls us in the same strain how the kings of the Kuru-Pahchalas marched 
forth on raids in the winter season and returned in the summer . 3 The Aitamja 
Brahmcnja (IX. 39. 23) introduces us to another ancient and most powerful king 
of the Pahehalas by the name of Durmukha . 4 He is said to have made exten- 
sive conquests in every direction. The Pali Kumbhakara Jataka 5 speaks pro- 
bably of the same king. Durmukha. of Pahehala (Uttara-Pahchala. according 
to the Jataka). The Buddhist Birth-story, however, relates an anecdote 
according to which King Durmukha abandoned his kingdom to attain the spiri- 
tual insight of a great saint (Pratyeka-Buddha) on the realisation of the dreadful 
effects of lust. The Jaina' UttardiUnjayapa SOtra spells the name of this ancient 
king of Pahehala as Dvimukha . 6 

The *S latapatha Erdhuana (XIII. 5. 4) cites several (jdthds in praise of a third 
most powerful king of Pahehala by the name of Sona Satrasaha who had perfor- 
formed a horse-sacrifice on a very grand scale. When the King was performing 
the sacrifice, wearing beautiful garments, fndra revelled in the Soma drink and 
the Brahmanas were satiated with wealth (S. B. E.. XLIY. p. 400). Two of 
the ( jdthds quoted in a Brahmana hint at the king having an army of 33.000 horses 
and 6.000 mail-clad men. 

According to the MahabhdrataA the powerful king of Pahchfila at the time of 
the Kurukshetra battle was Drupada. from whose hands the northern portion 
of his kingdom was wrested by the Kurus who had established their Brahmin 
(turn. Drona. as king. King Drupada entered into a matrimonial alliance 
with the Kurus by marrying his daughter. DraupadT. alias Panchall. to the five 
Panda va brothers. Pahehala was at that time once attacked bv Kama, king of 
Ahga. The mighty Kama with a large army beseiged the Pahchfila country, 
defeated Drupada in a battle, and exacted tribute from him and his sa manta. 
Subsequently BhTmasena, in course of his eastern expedition, invaded the Pah- 
eliala countrv and bv various stratagems brought it under his >wav. During 

. • • ..is 

the Kurukshetra war. Kini> Drupada of Panchala. then an ally of the Pandavas. 
helped the Pandavas with his son. Dhrishtadyumna and his ahxhtuhitu arrnv. 
Dhrishtadvumna was appointed the Comnnmder-in-Chief of the entire Panda va 
force. The battle proved, however, to be a disaster for the royal family of 

1 't do panda * uniat* h il*kt>>h -diktoh Pohdalanatn bthhmono yo *,hh*jn*( tfi. (XTIT. 4 . S). 

-Ait, Br.. III. .IS. 14. woiihiftn/ifiyriw ptntidthiiyam dt^iyt k* 'ha kora -Pahehala n/tm tfijnuoh, f’f. Pahchaladt jannpaile 

Pahrhfdamadhyumaptan ttii (Xafyaiastta of Bharata). 

1 Si^itP kora -Pahchulaf* prhhcba yaott * a cantata ryara^ayad -ayant*. ct< . 

1 Durmakhah Pahehala raja ^nmdyaya ^amaatam .sat ratal* pnfhtiim jayan pat itjdya tf<. 

» FausboU's Jataka. Vol. III. p. 370 : Cow i* 1 1. Enidwh translation of the Jataka. \ ol. T T 1 . p> 23 d. { Kara pahehala) althe 
Kam fi*Ma)ta(ja)p Durmukha natna ) a jit . 

* Jaina S>~*ha (SBE}. Bart. II, p. ST. 

~ MB FI.. A dtpamtn. Ch. 04: Sahhiipat * at>. Ch. 20: I at*apm ton. Ch 2.»3, Bhishwu-pa* t at * . ( h. ] 0 . Cdt/oya- pattan, < h»|*. 
150.1“, 7 and 172-104. 10S. Kntanpnirav. Ch. ft. Vt rata pat ran. Ch. 4. Lhoaopotroa. Ch. 22. 
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Drupada and his military power. It goes without saying that the neighbourly 
rivalry between the ruling elans of Kuril and Panchala developed into a war 
from time to time, sometimes the Kurus gaining supremacy over the Panehalas 
and sometimes the Panehalas over the Kurus, without however, having effected 
a permanent conquest. 1 

The kingdom of Panchala continued to exist even alter the Kurukshetra 
war. The Jaina Yicidhatlrthakalpa mentions Harishena as the tenth chakra- 
cartin (king overlord) of Panchala. According to the same authority there 
arose another most powerful sdnabhamtia king by the name of Brahmadatta. 2 
The Mahaummagga Jataka introduces us to Chulani Brahmadatta. the all-power- 
ful king of Uttara Panchala. who had established his supremacy almost all over 
JambudvTpa. 3 4 One king Brahmadatta of Panchala is mentioned also in the 
Rdmdyana* the Oandatindu Jataka. 5 and the Jaina Vttarddhyayam Sdtra. 6 7 
The last-mentioned work describes him as a fortunate but wicked king who 
having failed to act upon the wise counsel of his best advisers, was punished in 
hell. The Pali Jataka vividly narrates the ways in which lie oppressed his sub- 
jects bv taxation and made them suffer terribly his general misrule. 

With the notorietv of Brahmadatta may be contrasted the noble tradition of 
Pravahana Jaivali. the philosopher king of Panchala. to whom we are introduced 
in the Bnhaddratnjaka' anil ( 'hdudoyya 8 l panishads. 

It is certain that bv the time of the rise of Buddhism. Panchala. like Kuru, 
Matsva. and the rest, attained the position of a self-governing oligarchical re- 
public. The name of Panchala is allowed to figure prominently in the list of 
sixteen mahajanapadas. or powerful countries. 9 According to one of the Pali 
Jatakas. Panchala had a formidable army ‘ consisting of foot-soldiers ( pattimati), 
men skilful in fight (sabbaaunydmakondd) and in the use of steel weapons {loha- 


vijjdalamkdrd ) . 10 

The Panehalas find mention in the Arlhasdstra of Kautilya as a ruling clan 
who represented a Sangha or oligarchical form of government. 11 This fact goes 
to prove that Panchala remained an independent state at least for a century 
after the demise of the Buddha, i.e.. until it was conquered by Mahapadma 
Xanda 12 and brought under the sway of the monarehs of Magadha. As evidenced 
by Asoka s R. E. XIII. Panchala was not counted in the 3rd century B. (_’. among 
the territories that enjoyed semi-independence within the Maury a empire. The 
Gdryl-sainhitd. composed in the 2nd or 3rd century A. I).. alludes to a (Ireek 
(Yavana) invasion of Saketa. Panchala and Mathura, which must have taken 


1 Law, A ta t c it t Mnl-Intlm» h 'iatt njn 7'itbt'. \ ol. I. pp. .iS-.iM. 

- V tndhn Tilth nbilpn. p. AO. 

1 Fa u* ho 11, Jo taka , VI. p. 320 tt. 

4 Rnwnyrnm, AdlkanJa, (’auto 33. 

* Fau ".boll. Jataka, Yol. Y . p. ibs. 

Junta Satm*. 1*1. 11. p. 01. 

7 Brtbntl At. VI, 1. J. 

s ( hhd itjtnjya f/j., X . 3, 1. 

9 Atnf‘fttai'n Xtkat/a. Yol. f, p. 213 : Yol. 1\ . pp, 2 A 2. 2 AO. 20»>. f 

lu Co Will, Jataka. Yl, p. 2o2. Fau^koH. Jataka, \ I. j). 300. 

11 AttbasdJia. >hama&;Utrrs tr.. p. too . Ct. J). It. Klmmiaikar, ('ann'ahati 101S. p. 10 A. 

12 Ha\ i ’hauJhuri. PuhtnaJ ff »*/»,# if > t j A m tint halm (4t)i F<1.). p. Ijsx. 
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place in post-Asokan times . 1 But in about the beginning of the Christian era, 
Northern Panehala rose into temporary importance under the rule of Ashadha- 
sena " who belonged to the royal family of Adhichchhatra (Ahichchhatra) 

In one of the two Pabhosa cave inscriptions of Ashadhasena. the king of Adhi- 
chchhatra is described as the maternal uncle of king Brihaspatimitra. who was 
undoubtedly then the paramount sovereign of Magadha belonging to the Mitra 
dynasty. Thus the inscription conclusively proves that the royal family of* 
Northern Panehala tried to establish their position by entering into a matrimonial 
alliance with the Mitras of Magadha. It does not seem probable * that the status 
of Ashadhasena. the then king of Ahichchhatra. was in any way higher than that 
of a '“gubernatorial or feudatory to the Magadha throne.*' Several old copper 
coins of the so-called Panehala series, that “ are found in Oudh. the Basti district, 
and even Pataliputra, as well as in Panehala *\ and bear the names of some 
Mitra kings, cannot be cited as conclusive evidence to prove that those Mitras 
had then “ formed a local dynasty of North Panehala . 5 ' 2 

The kingdom of Panehala must have sunk into oblivion during the Kushana ^ 
and (nipt a ages, and we hear no more of it until Hiuen Tsang came to leave behind 
an account of the country of Ahichchhatra in the 7th century A. L).. without 
specifying its political position. Panehala was destined, however, to become 
the principal kingdom in Northern India from about 840-910 A. D. under Bhoja 
and his son, and to come again into importance in the l*2th century under the 
Ga ha rwa r k i ngs . 3 

5 Religion and Culture of Panehala 

At the very dawn of its history. Panehala became a very important eentre 
of Vedic religion and culture. The Brahmins who had settled in different parts 
of Panehala and were patronised by its kings were to be counted not by hundreds 
and thousands but by millions . 4 The S latnpatha Brahmam records : ** Speech 
sounds higher here among the Kuru-Panehalas ‘V* the speech denoting the recita- 
tions of the Vedic texts. The capital of Panehala witnessed the performance 
of many Asvamedha and Rajasuya sacrifices. The Gathas were composed and 
current among the people regarding the meritorious acts and royal supremacy of 
some of its kings. The Aitareya and Samkhdi/ana Arauydkas introduce us to a 
famous Vedic teacher by the name of Pahchalachancla. fi The BnhadaranyaJca 
and Chhdndoyya U pam shads refer to Pravahana JaivalT. the philosopher king of 
Panehala. to whose court flocked many seekers of truth including such great 
Brahmins as Uddalaka Aruni and his son Svetaketu Aruneya . 7 Silaka Salavatya. 

1 Max Muller. Iti'hn, II hut enn it ttnrh V . p. 29S. 

- Ravi hamUuin. Hohtiml ih'tonj, 4tU Ed., p. 327. Foi the !mt ot kmu- mentioned in the Panehala coins*. Cunningham c 
Coin* f> J Anfomt /mho, pp. S1-S4 : R. i>. Banerjre'*- Htarhhm Mnritfi. p. luT : Law. Amttnt M hi-J ndtnn Kyttrnja Tribtt, 
Vol. I, pp. 03-*H . Allen. Catalogue «»f Indian Com**, Ancient India, pp. < \\ i ft. 

3 Sir Charles Eliot, >ut<i Vol. 1, p. 27. (The recent excavation^ have proved that the nioM. pro^peiou& 

period of Ahu In hhatia inu-t have h* »*n the period of it- independent e undei tlie »o-v <dh d Mitia kiiu;'* and the peiiod 

ot the Ourjaia Pratihara kin-' ot Xoithern India (Sth — Dth <entui\ A.D.i. stru\ torn- of the eailv Pathan uileis are 
al'O found at the Mte— Ed.i 

4 Sftto^ithn Hr.. XIII. 4. 7. 

5 IS B. E.. Vol. XXVI I. p. oil. 

* Ytil't \,.,U ,. V, !. {. p. 4r»M, 

7 litth'.n Af. I. } > \1. I. I : r r , \. :L i. 
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Chaikitavana Dalbhya and Pravaliana Jaivali were tlnw men of India of 
their aye. who were well-versed in CdgTtha or the 4gnifi<am<> of the mystic syll- 
able. Drona. the grvat Brahmin teacher of archery of the Lpic fame, became, 
accord inn to the M <i fulhhd rata . the king of l ttara-Panchala. Babhravya who 

finds mention in the Rik-Pratisakliya as the author of the KramapiUha of the 
Bio-Veda is connected bv the scholiast Cvata with Panchfda. Weber opines 
- that Bitbhravva Pahchala. and the Panchala people through him. took a leading 
part in fixing and arranging the text of the The Mahnbhiirata. too. 

credits (ffdava. a Panchala of the Babhravya gotra with the authorship of the 
Kramapatha. 2 

Vatsvavana in his Kumasatnt stills to suggest that the 7?^//- 1 cda came to 
be aptly called Chatvhshasht j (’The Sixty Tour *) from the arrangement of its 

hymns in eight Ashtakas of eight chapters each, which it had received at the 

hands of Ualava-Babhravya.® He frankly admits that his own treatise. Kama- 

saint, was onlv a later digest of an earlier elaborate treatise on tin 1 same subject 
composed bv one Babhravya of Panchala. the treatise which comprised 150 
chapters and was divided into -seven sections. ” He thus admits that the great 
work of Babhravya formed the ground-work of his own book". One out of 
the seventy sections of the Kdmasatnt . riz.. the Samprayogika. covering about a 
fourth part of the whole work. 0 entirely taken from Babhravya. 

It is well observed : ” The Panchala people were evidently credited in 

\ ancient times with extraordinary powers in connection with matters relating 

1 to the sexes, extending even to a change of the natural sex. as we see in the case 

of Sikhandin. the son of the Panchala king. Drupada. Polyandry, as we >ee 

in the case of DraupadT PahchfdT. may be regarded as an ancient custom of the 
Pahchala country." 4 

When Hiuen Tsang had visited Ahiclichhatra (/>.. North Panchfda) in the 
7tli centnrv A.D.. its inhabitants were a people who loved religion, and were 

/ sincere and truthful. 5 Hinduism and Buddhism flourished side bv side. Ha 

saw there about ten Samgharamas. containing 1.000 monks, belonging to the 
Inferior Vehicle, and nine Deva temples with :>oo sectaries, who were of the 
Saiva faith. The pilgrim definitely says that those sectaries worshipped Tsvara 
i.e.. Mahadeva. and belonged to the order of ‘ nshes-sprinkler.x ‘ (Pasupata Saivas). 
The place was known as a locality where Tathagata had preached the Law for 

the sake of a Naga-raja foi seven davs. Beside this spot were to 1m* seen four 

small stupas/ 5 

In the daina 1 tralhaihiftahal pa. we have an mteiestinu account of both 

^ | Kampilva and Ahiclichhatra as two among the well-known Jaina tTrthas. Ac- 

cording to the Jaina authority. Ahiclichhatra was the prosperous town in Kuru- 
jarigala where Lord Parsvanatha was piotected during rain and storm caused bv 

1 A\Vht*l*. // •ant // Ifhfltt Lift f rlt >1 n . Tift'j. Tl pp. lO. M4 

- MahtVthnioto. C.tl Etl . <'h .UJ. \ et -t - 1 02-1 04 . U. < . Chukkuku . .h><nnnl <>J fh , / h jnut „>• nt „f LdU,. s 

((’. V.J. Vul. IV. }>• SS. 

1 I 'UeiliM] K<1.‘. pp 

4 H . c. ( llftklfulrP . .Jui‘ t uni uj th* fh j/flif/ni nf t J Ltflil VoJ. I \ . ]). I to. 

' J A< ronbnL' to I>li. tint a - tin* p* oj.lt- ot Cant halt \un «.* <laik him* i omploxittn. 

‘ lk,il. m| //, 11 nilft. Vo]. J. pp 2tM>-20] Wat t t*i ** <h. Ynfin < hmtn<\ H, 3M 1 . 
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the demon. Kamatha. by the Naga-king Dharanindra. who coiled himself round 
the body of Parsva and spread his thousand-hooded hood like a canopy over the 
head of the great Tlrthaiiikara. A brick wall of zig-zag shape is said to have 
been erected over the ground traversed by the Naga king. The Jaina Saiiigha 
caused a shrine to be made in honour of Parsva. To the east of this temple 
were seven Kundas full of pleasantly cool and clear water, where used to dwell 
sportful tortoises. And within and without were many wells and large tanks. 
Not far from this main shrine was another temple in the Kiddha-kshetra of Parsva 
where he was attended by Dharanindra and his wife Padmavati. Near the 
brick-wall was to be seen an image of Amba-devi with a lion as her vehicle along 
with an image of Neminatha. To the north of this shrine was a sacred tank, 
the waters and soil of which could cure leprosy. The Dhanvantarikiipa and 
Brahma-kunda in the neighbourhood possessed similar healing properties. The 
citv contained many Hindu temples of Hari. Kara. Hiranyagarbha and Chandika 
and Brahma-kunda and similar tirthas. This very city was known to be the 
birthplace of the great Rishi Krishna. 1 

As for the citv of Kampilya we read that it was the. place which was hallowed 
bv these five auspicious incidents in the life of Yimalanatha. the 13th Tlrthaiiikara, 
who was a son of king Kritavarman by his queen SomadevT : The descent, the . 
nativitv. the coronation, the initiation, and the Jinahood. from which circums- 
tance the citv came also to be known by the name of Pancha-kalvanaka. 


Kampilva is claimed, as a city where Arshamitra. the disciple of Kaundinya, 
who in his turn was the disciple of the Mahagiri teachers of the Lakshmihara 
Chaitva of Mithila. came to reside two hundred and twenty years after the demise 
of Maliavira. The same city is claimed as the place where the Jaina saint , 
(lardabhali renounced the world and attained liberation. It is also claimed as •' 
a place where prince (Kigali who afterwards became the king of Prishti-ehampa, 
was converted to Jainism by (lautama. The TirthakaJpa also claims it as the 
place of which the powerful king. Durmukha. became a Pratyeka- Buddha. It. 

was in this very city that the Mahasatl Draupadi. daughter of king Drupada, jU/ - 
had chosen of her own accord five Pandavas as her husbands. Kampilya was 
known as the citv of which the king Dharmaruchi was able to carry his whole 
arm v to KasT through the air by virtue of his piety, when the Lord of KasT picked 
up a quarrel with him for the alleged fault of having honoured an image of the 
Jinendra. 2 


The fame of Panchala rested not only on its having been jin early centre of 
Yedic learning and the science of erotics and eugenics but also on its having 
become an important home of poetry in later times, say. during the reign of 
Bhoja. Raiasekhara in his f\or,/o)nhtifhhstl. Ch. ITT. has paid a glowing tribute 
to the poets of Panchala.'* 


1 r >n<ihnththnkni pa. p, 14 4’ ft ft bo pit yarn left t n-rh t w jttha ptntn* thin Hfaynriitt kHdilwjou laha tulw 

kfto. Ajjft a tnh< ra pii tjft m - 1 *nf<n>a i/7w». Sifi-Pti WiwfiNf' ( h* mw wnnqh+na kni l*nn. 

1 V n idhaUtthahtf jut, p. T>0. 

! PHrtt'hfilo- mtt titffiht-fth urn lit t>n!ihn*fnb knt T mint 
Stub* nnti^bn I'Aiamh l’ tit* burnt kOrifn fmthoh 

V 
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As tlu* Malia-ummagga Jataka goes to prove. Northern (Southern Pafi- 
chala with the eitv of Kampilliya (Kampilva) as its capital was a very ancient 
home of Indian poetrv. Many great poets and playwrights flourished there 
under roval patronage : King C’ujanT Brahmadatta of L ttara Panchala is said 
to have employed all the local poets of ability to compose a melodious love-song 
praising the exquisite beautv of the princess Panchala-chandl. which, as the story 
goes, gained much popularitv in Northern India. 1 This Jataka gives also a vivid 
description of a highly artistic tunnel (n»nna<j<ju. i.c.. sudaiii/a) dug out from the 
Ganges to the royal palace in Kampilva. 


6 Ahichchhatra and the so-called MITRA coins 


The two Pabhosa caves in the neighbourhood of KausambI preserve two 
inscriptions of Ashadhasena. king of Adhichchhatra. in mixed dialect. The in- 
scriptions record the fact of dedication of the caves concerned to the Kasvapiva 
Arhats by king Ashadhasena. In one of them the donor, king Ashadhasena, 
is introduced as the maternal uncle of king Brihaspatimitra. 2 and in the other 
we have mention of four generations of kings beginning with Saunakavana : 
Ashadhasena. the son of king Bhagavata and Yaihidari : Bhagavata. the son of 
Yahgapala and TraivarnI : Yahgapiila. the son of Saunakavana. 3 Allowing each 
king an average of twenty years as the period of reign, it may be suggested that 
Ashadhasena and his three predecessors had reigned in Ahichchhatra for about 
a century. King Brihaspatimitra was undoubtedly a contemporarv of Ashadha- 
sena. and must have been a king of a country other th*n Ahichchhatra or North 
Panchala. From the manner of description it is clear that the eaves were ex- 
cavated by Ashadhasena not in his own kingdom but in that of his nephew 
Brihaspatimitra. The Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela refers to one Bri- 
haspatimitra as a contemporary king of Magadha {Mai/adhan-chtt rdjrlmm 
Bahasatiinitaiii). It is not astonishing at all that two of the ancient Indian 
coins found at KausambI hear the legend of king Bahasatimita (Brihaspatimitra). 4 
Similar coins bearing the legend of other Mitra kings have beet) found at 
KausambI. at Ayodhya. at Audumbara. at Mathura, in Kohilkhand. and ehieflv 
at Ahichchhatra or Ranmagar. The so-called Panchala or Ahichchhatra coins 
1 alone bear the legend of Dhruvamitra. Survamitra. Phalgunlmitra. Bhanumitra 
Bhumimitra. Agnimitra. Jayamitra. Indramitra and Yishnumitra. besides those 
of Rudragupta. Bhadraghosha and Yisvapala. A coin of Survamitra has been 
found at Ayodhya along with those of Natvamitra. Saiighamitra and Yijava- 
mitra. KausambI can boast of two coins of Jveshthamitra. One coin of Bhanu- 


‘ Faufb " U - vl - I»- 410 • Rr >r> knbha-karr p,,kk.,^t,a bah„„, ,! hit, I,,,,,,, .. ... 

m.5.w rap,,. a, frith, m, knrathf, ” I, aha. T, al„„a„aha,a,„ ,,71,7,,, haadh.trn raja,,,,,,, ’ ‘ p- ■ 

hmm «'"« <'kkh,t.a ,.,„ajj, ,/al, J " 

Readme slmhtly modified in the liuht of the Siamr.se edition. 

2 LiiderY ( Kp. I ml.. YoL X. app.). Xo. <104. 

3 Ibid.. Xo. !•«•.'.. [ Reeeut 1\ a « o.n .,f VanL'apSla. misread ... tl,.- hut ms,a„<e Ta-ar.Ua »a- seenred 

.he anue.it Ahiehehhat.a. by Mr. M. B. I.. ]»:.. „„1 „j ,fr S , Vo , ,, ’ " 

ot IVisval-pala published by Allen (Cat. of Anc.ent India. PI. XXVII 4) mav also belone the' same n d xi , 

proves the historicity of the line of Ashadhasena and their eonneet.on »,tl. Ah.eh, hhatra-Fd I ‘ ,0arlv 

1 Cunnmudia m, ' of Am tn»t Imho, pp. 7;*. 4 . " 1 

[Allen. o/< (•,!. 5 I"-!', discusses the. on.s of Bnhasjammitia and d.-tmemshestaonileisol that name I, , e 

second-rule, . who ass,.,„ed tourea loo B. ( that the Ah.ehehhat.a rule, Ashadhasena „ , tl . ( |i K<| '* " th( ' 
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mitra falls to the share of Audumbara. To Mathura’s share are to be allotted 
two coins, one bearing; the legend of (tomitra. and the other that of Bralnnamitra. 1 

Who were those Mitra kings, and can they be identified with the Auriga and 
Snngabhritya Kama kings mentioned in the Puranas ? Were they the rulers 
of Ahichchhatra or North Panchala. or were they rulers of some other country ? 
On these questions Cunningham's findings are as follows : 

" As the coins which I am now about to describe are found in Rohilkhand, 
and chiefly at Ahichchhatra. Aonla, and Bndaon. it is quite certain that they[ 
belong to North Panchala. It has been suggested that they belong to the 
Suriga kings, who ruled over North India after the Maurvas for 112 years, or from[ 
B. C. 178 to 66. But the assignment is uncertain, as only one of the coin names, 
Agnimitra. is found in the Puranic lists of the Suiigas. The dates, however, 
agree as all the coins have inscriptions in Asoka characters. I incline rather to 
assign the coins to a local dynasty of Princes, as they are very rarely found 
beyond the limits of the North Panchala. which would not be the case did they 
belong to the paramount dvnasty of the Simgas.’’ 2 

The relegation of the Mitras of the coins to Ahichchhatra or North Panchala 
is now out of the question in the face of the clear evidence of the Pabhosa cave 
inscription of Ashadhasena and the Hathigumpha inscription of Kharavela cited 
above. If Bahasatimita (Brihaspatimitra) of the coins be the same person as 
Baha satimita of these two inscriptions, we cannot but take him to be a para- 
mount king of Magadha. The connection of Indragnimitra and Brahmamitra 
with Magadha may be easily inferred from the Bodh (lava railing inscriptions 
of KurangT and NagadevT. 3 

As for the supposed connection of these kings with the Sungas. Cunningham's 
finding is still the best and most sound in the field. The assignment is uncertain. 
The correspondence between the names of some of the Mitra kings of the coins 
and those of some of the $unga and Kanva kings mentioned in the Puranas was 
sought te be established thus by Javaswal : 


( 'oiii-name 

Agnimitra 

Bhanumitra 

Jethamitra 

( ihosha 
Bhadraghosha 
Indr a mitra 
Devamitra 
Bhumimitra 


Unrana-name 

Agnimitra 

Yasumitra 

Yasujyeshtlia 

Sujveshtha 

( Jhoslia 

( Rioshavasu 

Yajramitra 

Devabhuti 

Bhiimimitra. 4 


1 Jhol.. pp. 70 ft’. 

2 Coin* of Ant'itnt India, j>. 7ft. 

3 Barua. Of (yd and Bnddhagayd. 11. p. 75. 

* JBOBS, Vol. HI. T>t. IV. p. 470. 
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['lie proposed correspondence rests on an assumption the validity of which 
is highly (piestionahle. .Tavaswal has not succeeded in bringing forward any 
reliable evidence either from inscriptions or from literature to establish the iden- 
tity of Pushyamitra. the founder of the Suhga dynasty, and Brihaspatimitra 
of the coins and inscriptions. Both Indramitra and Agnimitra of the coins may 
be the same person as Indragnimitra whose wife Ary a Kurangi donated the 
Bodh (lava railing. Brahmamitra. the successor of Indragnimitra. whose wife 
Xagadevi. too. donated a pillar of the Bodh (lava railing, is apparently* the same 
king as Brahmamitra of the coins. Chronologically the Bodh (lava railing is 
later than that of the Stupa of Bharhut which was an erection of the Suhga 
period. Similarly Survamitra and Yishnumitra mentioned in the inscription of 
( lautamlmitra may be identified with their namesakes in the coins. Thus the 
problem of the Mitra kings of the coins must be left where it stood in the days of 
Cunningham. The Pabhosa cave inscription of Ashadhasena. the inscription of 
(lautamlmitra . 1 and the Mora brick-tablet of Yasamitra . 2 leave no room for 
doubt that these Mitra kinj*s entered into matrimonial alliances with the rulers 
of Xorth Panchala and other neighbouring kingdoms. And Professor Ruv Chau- 
dhuri rightly observes : " It is not known in what relationship most of these 
Mitra kings stood to one another or to the celebrated families of the Suhgas and 
the Kanvas. 3 

The Copper-coins discovered at Ahichchhatra bear the legend of kitm 
Achvuta . 4 Vincent A. Smith 5 is incline<l to think that this Achvuta is no other 
"'I than Achvuta. a king of Northern India, who was uprooted bv Samudragupta. H 

1 X. ft. M.ijumdar in I HQ 

- Vogel, in J HAS, 1012. p. 120. 

* { Political History of Anri cut hahn (4th Ed.\. p. 

4 Catalognr of Coin ,* ,n thf Inthan Vol. 1. pp. INX-HO 

Ibid., Vol. I, pp. 132-.>. 

” Fleet, Gupta t ptlon*. p. 7 
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